[image: http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/images/map-vietnam.png] (
How did it start?
The Vietnam War began as a 
civil war
 between the 
Communist
 state of North Vietnam and the non-Communist state of South Vietnam. The United States supported South Vietnam out of fear that Communism would spread throughout Asia if the South fell. North Vietnam wanted to unite with South Vietnam as a single communist country.
) (
Why did America fight in Vietnam?
 (Simplified)
)


 (
How did it end?
In spite of
 the Americans’ superior firepower and technology, they could never totally defeat the highly dedicated forces of North Vietnam. The Vietnamese troops knew the territory and landscape. This meant that they could use 
guerrilla
 tactics like ambush to catch the Americans out. Many 
Americans 
didn’t see the point of the war and were unmotivated. They struggled in the humid conditions and dense jungle. The war ended in 1975, and North Vietnam quickly took over the south. The war resulted in tremendous loss of life; 
58,000 American soldiers died, along with close to 3 million Vietnamese.
) (
How did the Americans get involved?
 
The USA had given South Vietnam financial and military support during the 1950’s and early 1960’s. But in August 1964, an American warship patrolling the North Vietnamese coast was apparently attacked by Communist soldiers. Although the incident might not actually have happened, President Johnson quickly started to send thousands of soldiers and resources to Vietnam in 1965. This process was known as the 
Gulf of Tonkin Resolution.
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So why did America want to get involved?
 
America was opposed to communism, as it was the opposite of the 
capitalist
, democratic system of government used in America. Americans believed Communism would spread to other countries in the region. This was known as the 
“domino theory,”
 since it imagined democratic governments in the region falling one after another like dominoes. 
President Johnson 
obviously wanted to stop this spread of Communism as he thought it was dangerous. 
)
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What was the effect on US society?
)
 (
The Draft:
During the Vietnam War, about two-third of American troops were volunteered, the rest were selected for military service through the 
drafts
. 
In the beginning of the war, the names of 
all American
 men in draft-age were collected by the Selective Service. 
When someone’s name was called, he had to report to his local draft broad
, which was made up of various community members, so that they could begin to evaluate and decide who went. 
In other words, local draft broads had an enormous power to decide who had to go and who would stay.
Most of U.S. soldiers drafted during the Vietnam War were men from poor and working-class families
. The least political power sections were mistreated. 
American forces in Vietnam included twenty-five percent poor
, fifty-five percent working-class
, twenty percent middle-class men, but very few came from upper-classes families. 
Many soldiers came from rural towns and farming communities.
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Why did America 
lose
 
the war in
 Vietnam?
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The USA flew ground troops
 in and out of the battle 
zones  and
 the jungle to take on the Viet Cong and to search out the Viet Cong.
 The USA did find and kill their 
enemy
 but they 
also lost many of their own men
. Violent and bloody bat
tles were fought in the jungle. 
This tactic 
also  failed
 because it was hard to decide who were the Viet Cong. American troops were also ambushed in the jungle. It was hard war to fight in an unfamiliar environment.
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Chemical 
weapons explosives like napalm & agent orange were used to 
burn the jungle and
 forest where the Viet Cong hid
. American
s successfully burned villages 
but innocent Vietnamese like children were also k
illed. This lost the Americans 
support of local people.
 Tactics did not 
stop the Viet Cong from getting supplies. The tactic of usin
g chemical weapons also failed because 
the Viet 
Cong  also
 hid under ground in the jungle.  
) (
The USA organised massive bombing raids on factories, ports, and army barracks in North Vietnam. The Americans dropped more bombs on North Vietnam than th
ey did the whole of World War 2
.
The tactic was aimed to stop North Vietnam from sending supplies, weapons and troops to South Vietnam. The USA wanted to bomb North Vietnam into submission so American troops would not be needed.
The tactic failed as the
 Viet Cong 
brought supplies into south Vietnam through tracks in 
the 
jungle
. They were also determined to 
win no matt
er how many bombs the Americans
 used.
  
)
 (
Why did America 
lose
 
the war in
 Vietnam?
) (
The Viet Cong were clever and skilful in the way they fough
t the Americans. They knew they
 could not match the American 
resources
 so they used the jungle environment to their adv
antage. A vast network of underground tunnels
, storage bases, workshops, kitchens, hospitals and barracks were built.  The Viet C
ong could lay in wait and hide 
from the Americans.  The Viet Cong used the Jungle to their advantage and 
made it hard for the Americans 
to take on their enemy.  
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Weapons from North Vietnam, China and Russia 
were taken into South Vietnam along tracks through the 
jungle called
 the Ho Chi Minh trail.  The Trail took
 supplies on bicycles, lorries 
& human backs. 
The 
Viet Cong had 
a 
never
 ending
 supply.  The trail went through Laos & Cambodia who were not at war.  
) (
Viet Cong were a 
guerrilla
 
army .
 They had the support of the poor peasants in South Vietnam and they were motivated. Vietnam was th
eir country. They believed the 
Vietnamese should decide their future not America. As they had no uniform and their soldiers included men, women and even children the Viet 
Cong were hard to identify. The Americans did
 know
 who they were fighting against
. An innocent civilian could easily be one of the VC’s. In 
addition,
 the Viet Cong were willing to
 die for their beliefs.  They 
were able 
to replace the dead and injured
. The Viet Cong just kept on putting more and more soldiers into battle.
)[image: http://www.veloasia.com/images/vietnam/HoChiMinhTrailMap.jpg][image: http://lh6.ggpht.com/-7D4Ux9E2k1A/T_5HnRkeVGI/AAAAAAAAaD8/4y72pa5Vsbw/cu-chi-tunnels-20%25255B2%25255D.jpg?imgmax=800]

[bookmark: _GoBack]
image6.png
US Military Killed in Vietnam vs Year

16.6K

11.2K 11.6K

6.1K 6.1K
1.9k 2.4K
0.1K 0.2k puy 0.6K 9.2k 0.2k @.2K
= —

1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975





image7.png




image8.jpeg




image9.jpeg




image10.jpeg




image11.jpeg




image12.png




image13.jpeg




image14.jpeg




image15.jpeg




image16.jpeg
DORMITORY FIRING POST

G

—_—(
™





image1.png




image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg




image4.png
The Vietnam War:
Military Statistics

US Military Forces in Vietnam, 1964-1972

Year | uS Miliery Forces
1964 T 23300
1965 | 184,300
1966 | 385300
1967 | 485,600
1968 | 536100
1969 T 475,200
1970 | 234,600
1971 | 156,800
1972 | 24,200
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ACCIDENT 9,107
DECLARED DEAD 1,201
DIED OF WOUNDS 5,299
HOMICIDE 236
ILLNESS 938
KILLED IN ACTION 40,934
PRESUMED DEAD (BODY REMAINS RECOVERED) 32
PRESUMED DEAD (BODY REMAINS NOT RECOVERED) 91
SELF-INFLICTED 382
Total Records 58,220

Record counts provided for informational purposes only, not official statistics.
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