Self-review:
	Essentials for a good exam performance:
	Yes
	Maybe /attempted
	No

	Did I have an organised folder to revise from? Did I know where all of my notes on this were?
	
	
	

	Did I complete all of the homework in the lead up to this assessment?
	
	
	

	Did I use the guidance given from the previous assessments?
	
	
	

	Am I doing/did I do additional wider reading as suggested?
	
	
	

	Did I pull together all of my notes, reading, feedback etc to revise?
	
	
	

	Did I read the question carefully and did I respond precisely to the topic focus (worsening social and political position) and adjectival qualifier (responsible)
	
	
	

	Did I give a clear judgement in my introduction in 1-2 sentences?
	
	
	

	Did I plan my overall judgement before writing?
	
	
	

	Did I plan my structure of paragraphs/points/factors before writing to fit my planned overall judgement coherently, so my judgement runs throughout my essay?
	
	
	

	Did I follow the suggested structure in each paragraph? (4 x PEEL)
	
	
	

	Did I use historical terminology in my answer
	
	
	

	Did I give precise points, reasons and factors at the start of each paragraph, rather than listing examples of telling the story?
	
	
	

	Did I explore 3-4 factors in total?
	
	
	

	Did I use appropriate facts and figures to support my points? Were these well selected, relevant to my point and factually specific?
	
	
	

	Do my examples demonstrate my knowledge of the full range of the time period given in the question? 
	
	
	

	Did I explain my examples to respond to the exact question, giving the resultant impact of my examples? Did I explain HOW AND WHY this led to X. Did I try to explain the sequence of events that followed as a result – This led to….. As a result….
	
	
	

	Did I make links to show relationships between factors? E.g.  However, the factor of….would not have caused ….had it not been for ….. Without the factor of…. if ……….had it not been for …..
	
	
	

	In my links and conclusion, did I compare and weigh up the relative importance of factors in order to reach a judgement? Did I do this explicitly. 
	
	
	

	Did my judgement run coherently throughout my essay, referring to my argument at the start and end of every paragraph?
	
	
	

	Did I carefully check my spelling, punctuation and grammar?
	
	
	

	In my into and conclusion, did I use specific language to show ‘valid criteria’, my reasoning behind my decision and the relationships between factors e.g. undermining, triggered, caused, heightened, root….
	
	
	






Based on your responses for ‘Essentials for a good exam performance’:

1. Your strengths: list three things that you think you are good at:


1) …………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………..


2) …………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………..


3) …………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………..


2. Your targets for improvement: list three things that you think you need to focus on the most to improve your exam performance:


1) ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….


2) …………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………..


3) …………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………..


3. How did you plan and write your essay? How effective was this?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. What will you try / do differently next time?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………



1) How accurate is it to say that, in the years 1941-80, the impact of war and the Cold War brought about a decline in the confidence the nation had in the presidency? June 2019
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Examiners feedback
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2) How accurate is it to say that it was the actions of civil rights leaders that explain the increased success of the civil rights campaign in the years 1955–68? June 2017 model in Course Guide

	1954
Brown v. Topeka Board of Education 
This Supreme ________ ruling made segregation in education illegal. Oliver Brown, a black American, backed by the NAACP (talented lawyer Thurgood Marshall) fought for the right to enrol his daughter (Linda) in the local white school instead of sending her many miles to a black school. On 17 May the US supreme court ruled that segregation in schools should end.

	December 1955 – December 1956
Montgomery Bus _______.  
Rosa Parks was arrested on 1 December 1955 for refusing to give up her seat to a white person. She was subsequently convicted, fined and lost her job. The NAACP organised a boycott of the buses using car shares and by encouraging people to walk. The boycott lasted 381 days. By the end of the boycott, the bus company had lost ______ of its profits and was forced to accept integration on state buses, enforced by the Supreme Court ruling, Browder v. Gale. 

	1957
Little _______ Nine
Nine black students exercised their right to go to a white school in Little Rock, Arkansas. Mobs threatened the students. The Governor of Arkansas tried to stop them. President Eisenhower eventually took charge and used his own soldiers to protect the students.

	1960
Sit-ins
Sit ins began at a lunch counter in Woolworth’s in Greensboro when four students refused to move from whites-only seats. The movement rapidly spread (______________ joined) and led to the formation of SNCC. Woolworths desegregated its counters because they were losing profits. 

	1961 
The ‘Freedom Rides’. 
Members of CORE rode the Greyhound bus route through the South to see if the bus desegregation ruling was being followed. The bus was firebombed at Freedom Riders were viciously attacked at Birmingham.  

	1963
Birmingham, Alabama protests, sometimes called ‘The Children’s Crusade’. 
King and SCLC led a series of events in this highly-segregated city (nicknamed ‘bombingham’). Teenagers were used in some marches and were attacked by police using dogs and high-pressure fire hoses, as ordered by the chief of police Eugene ‘Bull’ Connor. King was arrested and locked up in prison. 

	August 1963 
March on Washington. 
250,000 people, about one-fifth of them white, came to listen to speakers, including King’s famous ‘I Have a __________’ speech. Parts of the event were filmed live on TV.

	June 1964
Mississippi Freedom Summer 
Civil Rights workers (SNCC and CORE) went to help African-Americans to register to vote. Three of them were murdered, leading to an FBI investigation.

	July 1964
The Civil Rights _______
This law was passed by LB Johnson and ended segregation in public places and banned employment discrimination on the basis of race, colour, religion, sex or national origin. However, it lacked enforcement. 

	March 1965
Selma to Montgomery march
King, the SCLC and CORE took part in a series of marches from Selma to Montgomery to raise awareness of voting discrimination in Alabama (only 2% of black Americans had been able to register to vote in Selma). A white minister who joined in the marches was beaten to death. The most famous march occurred on ‘Bloody Sunday’, where marches were attacked on Pettus Bridge by police. Despite the Governor of Alabama (George Wallace) trying to prevent the marches, President Johnson declared his support for the march on TV and sent national troops to protect marchers. 

	August 1965
The Voting Rights Act 
This overcame legal that prevented African Americans from being able to ___________ as guaranteed under the 15th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. A national literacy test was created so that states couldn’t make up their own tests or enforce their own rules. Numbers of black voters trebled in many Southern states such as Mississippi and Louisiana. Officials were sent to check that the law was being properly enforced. 


 Dream 		vote  	65% 		70,000 		Act 		Rock		Boycott		Court
PLANNING FACTORS 
	Martin Luther King Jr (top-down approach) was the person most responsible for the improvement in black American civil rights between 1955 and 1965.
	Publicity and the media  was most responsible for the improvement in black American civil rights between 1955 and 1965


	NVDA tactics - Grassroots organisation and activism (SNCC and CORE) was most responsible for the improvement in black American civil rights between 1955 and 1965
	Federal / Presidential intervention (CRA and VRA) was most responsible for the improvement in black American civil rights between 1955 and 1965




Reading List
Hard copies:
· Stephen G N Tuck (editor), We Ain't What We Ought To Be: The Black Freedom Struggle from Emancipation to Obama (Harvard University Press, 2011) chapter 9-10
· Adam Fairclough, Better Day Coming: Blacks and Equality 1890-2000 (2002) Chapter 14
· Sitkoff The struggle for Black Equality (2008) Ch. 5-7
Shared drive / website: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1s8flYLKHR67tqo9FuKzKIBCoZVK_u_2a?usp=sharing
· Steven F Lawson 'Debating the Civil Rights Movement The View From the Nation', in Lawson and Payne (Editors) Debating the Civil Rights Movement 1945-1968 (Rowman & Littlefield Publishers; 2nd Revised edition (14 Mar. 2006)
· Stewart Burns, ‘We Shall All Be Free’ in Twayne, Social Movements of the 1960s: Searching for Democracy, (Boston, 1990)
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2YxC7D5WgPMczMxLWIxamU0Uzg/view?usp=sharing 
· Jill Karson, Opposing Viewpoints in World History (Greenhaven Press, 2004). This includes both contemporary sources from key figures as well as essays addressing the importance of grassroots activism vs national leadership. Ch. 3 and Ch 4 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2YxC7D5WgPMc1VuSmhlaXp6RUU/view?usp=sharing
Videos:
· PBS web documentaries: 
www.pbs.org/black-culture/explore/civil-rights-movement/#.U7aU8k1fdD8
· Eyes on the Prize AVAILABLE ON THE SHARED DRIVE (episodes 9-14 focuses on divisions after 1965)
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1F2PwgE6Ser0UhsLlfZqbN3kkpAY4_5qK?usp=sharing 

Improvement task one: Detailed examples of King’s successes

Skim read the following answer to your question and identify (either write down your answers or annotate on the answer to show this):

1) What examples are given to show King’s successes?



2) What other factors have been addressed?



3) Do you agree with the examiner’s verdict, a ‘strong’ answer? Explain your answer.



4) What are the similarities and differences between this answer and yours?

Similarities: 


Differences: 
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Improvement task two: Structure and judgement
Skim read the following answer to a similar exam question and identify (either write down your answers or annotate on the answer to show this):
1) What are the strengths of this response, in comparison to the previous textbook response?  You should identify at least 4:
2) Summarise the student’s argument (including valid criteria used) in one sentence: 
[image: ][image: ][image: ]
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Examiner comment: 
This response demonstrates many of the qualities of a level 5
essay. The answer is clearly organised and focused, with a firm
grasp of what the question is asking. The candidate is able to
offer a range and depth of specific knowledge, and apply this to
examine the role played by leaders, and explores this relative
to other factors, and so sustains argument and analysis. The
argument is logical and reasoned, and the candidate produces a
well-developed judgement. Development is coherent and lucid,
showing a firm grasp of both the period, and the demands of
this particular question.























3) How far do you agree that developments in popular culture, in the years 1917-45, had an overwhelmingly positive influence on American society? June 2019
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4) How accurate is it to say that living standards in the USA were transformed for the better in the years 1941–80? June 2017
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Examiner Comments

This level 4 response demonstrates an effective
understanding of the question and knowledge of
the issues required to respond to it. Like most
candidates, a broader approach has been taken,
considering war and ‘other factors’ shaping
confidence in the presidency. What this response
does successfully is securely relate these to the
question, e.g. there are attempts to relate other
factors back to question to consider the extent to
which it was war/the Cold War which caused a
decline in confidence.

Planning an answer is crucial; even if a written plan
iis not used, a few minutes time spent checking you
understand the demands of the question is likely
to be more valuable than a few extra lines of

writing.
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‘Martin Luther King was the person most responsible for the improvement in black American civil rights between 1955 and 1965."
How far do you agree with this statement? (20 marks)

Strong student answer

1 agree that Martin Luther King played a very important role in the civil rights movement
and the achievement of greater equality for black Americans in the years 1955-65. During
that period, legal segregation came to an end and the voting rights of black Americ:
guaranteed. During that period, Martin Luther King played a central role in the Montgomery
bus boyeott, the foundation and work of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC)
and the campaign to end segregation in public facilities across the southern states, most

notably in Alabama. His ‘I have a dream’ speech in Washington DC in August 1963, to many,
encapsulated the entire movement for greater racial equality. The fact that Martin Luther King
won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964 suggests he was seen by the intemational community as

a pivotal figure in the civil rights movement. However, to sce Martin Luther King as mostly
responsible is to simplify what was a complex and multi-faceted civil rights movement and a
broad-based desire to end segregation which included branches of the federal government.

Even within the civil rights movement, other groups ap
very important role in ending segregation. The lunch co
Non-Violent Co-ordinating Committee (SNCC) helped
lunch counters. The Freedom Riders of CORE helped e
transportation. In many ways, the civil rights movement
King was seen as an unofficial leader. The movement m
King making the movement.

s were

Finally, the role of US presidents should not be underes
federal troops to Little Rock, Arkansas, to enforce racial
1957. John F. Kennedy helped integrate the University
civil rights bill in 1963, President Johnson and his admi
laws which ended legal segregation in 1964 and guarant
Rights Act of 1965. King provided the pressure, but the
or changed the law.

Perhaps the most significant aspect of Martin Luther King’s role in the improvement of black
American civil rights in the period 1955-63 was his position as leader of the SCLC. Formed

in 1957, following the successful conclusion of the Montgomery bus boycatt, the SCLC led a
campaign to end legal segregation in the southern states. Perhaps the highlight of SCLC activity
was the peaceful protest in Birmingham, Alabama, in the spring of 1963, where civil rights
protestors were attacked by the city police. King had deliberately chosen Birmingham for the
protest because of the poor reputation of police chief Bull Connor in enforcing segregation. The
violent reaction by the Birmingham police against protestors, which included school children,
placed the issue of greater civil equality at the top of the domestic political agenda. This led
directly to President John F. Kennedy’s national announcement that he intended to propose a
civil rights bill to end legal segregation.

Therefore, Martin Luther King played a very important
black Americans, but in his quest he was aided by a wid

[ Verdict
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What propelled Martin Luther King into the national and international limelight was his role in ¢—
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encapsulated the entire movement for greater racial equality. The fact that Martin Luther King
won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964 suggests he was seen by the intemational community as

a pivotal figure in the civil rights movement. However, to sce Martin Luther King as mostly
responsible is to simplify what was a complex and multi-faceted civil rights movement and a
broad-based desire to end segregation which included branches of the federal government.

Perhaps the most significant aspect of Martin Luther King’s role in the improvement of black
American civil rights in the period 1955-63 was his position as leader of the SCLC. Formed

in 1957, following the successful conclusion of the Montgomery bus boycatt, the SCLC led a
campaign to end legal segregation in the southern states. Perhaps the highlight of SCLC activity
was the peaceful protest in Birmingham, Alabama, in the spring of 1963, where civil rights
protestors were attacked by the city police. King had deliberately chosen Birmingham for the
protest because of the poor reputation of police chief Bull Connor in enforcing segregation. The
violent reaction by the Birmingham police against protestors, which included school children,
placed the issue of greater civil equality at the top of the domestic political agenda. This led
directly to President John F. Kennedy’s national announcement that he intended to propose a
civil rights bill to end legal segregation.

What propelled Martin Luther King into the national and international limelight was his role in
the SCLC-sponsored march on Washington DC in August 1963. This mass multi-racial rally saw
King give the keynote speech which was broadcast around the world. In his ‘I have a dream’
speech, King called for a nation that was integrated racially, not separated by legal segregation.

It was the culmination of the rise of Martin Luther King as unofficial leader of the civil rights
movement. It also led directly to his award of the Nobel Peace Prize the following year in

1964. King’s leadership of the SCLC helped keep up the pressure on the federal government

to introduce change. Following J.F. Kennedy’s assassination, his successor President Lyndon

182
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King was seen as an unofficial leader. The movement m
King making the movement.

Finally, the role of US presidents should not be underes
federal troops to Little Rock, Arkansas, to enforce racial
1957. John F. Kennedy helped integrate the University
civil rights bill in 1963, President Johnson and his admi
laws which ended legal segregation in 1964 and guarant
Rights Act of 1965. King provided the pressure, but the
or changed the law.

Therefore, Martin Luther King played a very important
black Americans, but in his quest he was aided by a wid

Verdict
This is a strong answer becaus

+ the key issues relevant to the question are all explored,
answer offers a balanced, analytical approach to the qu
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Johnson helped pass the Civil Rights Act through Congress in 1964. This landmark Act brought
toan end the legal racial segregation in the southern states. So Martin Luther King played a
pivotal role in the achievement of greater equality for black Americans in the southern states.

In the following year, King and the SCLC helped pressure the federal government into

b They will sk you about a quite specific period of time passing the Voting Rights Act. This Act of 1965 brought to an end discriminatory practices

o have studicd. by southern states which prevented many black Americans from acquiring the right to vote.
King’s leadership of the SCLC-sponsored march from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama,
focused national media attention on the issue. When white mobs attacked the peaceful marchers,

prehensible President Johnson had to intervene to protect the marchers and also assisted his plan to persuade

estion Congress to pass the Voting Rights Act, Therefore Martin Luther King played a central role in
gaining an improvement in the civil rights of black Americans in the years 1955-65.

However, to see the achievement in greater equality of black Americans as a result of Martin
Luther King’s efforts would be over-simplistic. A key institution which aided the improvement
in black American civil rights beween 1955 and 1965." of greater equality for black Americans was the US Supreme Court. The Court’s Brown and
Brown I1 decisions of 1954 and 1955 gave the constitutional authority for the desegregation of
public schooling. The Browder v Gayle decision of 1956 forced the racial integration of public
transportation in Montgomery. Finally., in Boynton v Painter, the Court laid the legal foundation
for the desegregation of interstate public transportation which gave legal authority to the
Freedom Rides of 1962.

lehts movement
955-65. During
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igust 1963, to many,

Martin Luther King
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Even within the civil rights movement, other groups apart from King and the SCLC played a
very important role in ending segregation. The lunch counter protests organised by the Student
Non-Violent Co-ordinating Committee (SNCC) helped end diserimination in department store
lunch counters. The Freedom Riders of CORE helped end the segregation on interstate public
transportation. In many ways, the civil rights movement was a grass-roots movement over which
King was seen as an unofficial leader. The movement made Martin Luther King, rather than
King making the movement.

Finally, the role of US presidents should not be underestimated. President Eisenhower sent 4=
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King was seen as an unofficial leader. The movement made Martin Luther King, rather than
King making the movement

Finally, the role of US presidents should not be underestimated. President Eisenhower sent
federal troops to Little Rock, Arkansas, to enforce racial integration at Central High School in
1957. John F. Kennedy helped integrate the University of Mississippi in 1962 and proposed a
civil rights bill in 1963. President Johnson and his administration were pivotal in passing the
laws which ended legal segregation in 1964 and guaranteed black voting rights in the Voting
Rights Act of 1965. King provided the pressure, but the presidents and Congress either enforced
or changed the law.

‘Therefore, Martin Luther King played a very important role in gaining greater equality for

organisations which all
played a role in ganing
extra racial eqalty. Agar

4T sound ewdence 15

pis

produced, which 15 used to
support a clear argument:
inked to the 1ssue in the
questior

L This 15 a strong evaluative
paragraph dealing with the

role of president and
black Americans, but in his quest he was aided by a wide variety of individuals and groups. sustans the analytical
approach of the answer
This 15 an evaluative conclusion. The response notes the role of King and places it agamst
the contnbution of other groups and mdiduals
Verdict
This s a strong answer because: + there is a wide range of aceurate material deployed to support

+ the key issues relevant to the question are all explored, and the {1 Points made

answer offers a balanced, analytical approach to the question

« the argument throughout the answer is well-organised,
coherent, logical and persuasive.
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SECTION A
Answer EITHER Question 1 OR Question 2.
EITHER

1 How far do you agree that the New Deal brought about a significant improvement in
the lives of racial minorities and women?

(Total for Question 1= 20 marks)
OR

2 How accurate is it to say that it was the actions of civil rights leaders that explain the
increased success of the civil rights campaign in the years 1955-687

Y34V SIHLNI 2L14M LON 0

(Total for Question 2 = 20 marks)
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Section B: Indicative content

Question

Tndicative content.

3

‘answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in
relation to the qualities outlined in the generic mark scheme. The indicative
content below is not prescriptive and candidates are not required to include all
the material which is indicated as relevant.

Candidates are expected to reach 3 judgement on how far they agree that
developments in popular culture, in the years 1917-45, had an overwhelmingly
positive influence on American society.

Ways in which developments in popular culture, in the years 1917-45, had an
‘overwhelmingly positive influence on American society should be analysed and
‘evaluated. Relevant points may include:

« Positive influence is shown by society’s popular reception towards these
developments, e.g. increase in record sales; weekly cinema tickets sales of
over 80m by 1930, and similar figures at the end of the Second World War
Popular music began to break down social barriers, e.g. the African-
American influence in jazz
Cinema brought affordable entertainment and saw the development of
screen idols amongst cinemagoers
Developments such as radio brought the world into the homes of ordinary
Americans, increasing access to drama, news, sports coverage and
awareness of contemporary society
Development of national culture led to a shared experience welcomed by
many, e.9. programmes such as The Lone Ranger, Guiding Light and the
popular yet controversial Amos 'n’ Andy were broadcast across the USA.

The extent to which developments in popular culture in the years 1917-45 did
not have an overwhelmingly positive influence on American society should be
analysed and evaluated. Relevant points may include:

* A reaction from some sections of society against the perceived immoral
influence of behaviour portrayed in films led to Hollywood studios
introducing the Hays Code of 1930
Racial minorities were either marginalised or stereotyped in Hollywood
films, e.0. the savagery of Arabs (The Sheik), Asians (Fu Manchu) and
Native Americans (Stagecoach)

‘Some Americans saw the developments as leading to the creation of
homogenised mass culture based around consumerism

Developments were also put to less positive uses and influences , e.g. the
KKK's use of The Birth of Nation as a recruitment tool, or Father Coughlin’s
use of radio to promote anti-Semitic views

Cultural divisions were evident in popular culture, e.g. seen in HL
Mencken's divisive reporting of the Scopes Trial in the 1920s.

Other relevant material must be credited.
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Question 3

Many candidates were well prepared for this popular Section B question, both in terms of their
knowledge and understanding of the topic, but also their willingness and ability to tackle a question
that allowed them scope to approach it as they wished (within reason).

There were many strong answers covering a wide variety of themes, such as cinema, radio, sports,
the wider impact of Hollywood and jazz, cultural advances for women and African-Americans. Some
less successful responses lacked specific detail on such issues and in some cases struggled to make
relevant material on the economic changes seen during the period, or drifted beyond the given
chronology into issues such as the impact of television in the 1950s and beyond. A minority of
responses tended to narrate changes that took place, with limited focus on how positive the
influence was. The majority were able to offer some consideration of whether such developments
were positive, often using a for/against approach. Some of the strongest answers carefully focused
onthe issue of ‘overwhelmingly positive,, exploring how widespread or superficial the influence was
by examining, for example, the moral reaction to the growth of cinema, or the extent to which the
influence widened social cleavages that existed within the USA.

Stronger answers were able to focus on ‘transformation’ and were more able to address the
limitations of some of these changes, e.g. the restrictions of education to certain social groups and
males, or arguments concerning the continued dominance of royal patronage and the resulting
conservatism and government censorship. Less successful responses tended to focus on explaining
the main areas of change, without offering much by way of an examination of the extent of this.
There were also cases where candidates attempted to include material of varying degrees of
relevance, e. the influence of overseas trade, or religious changes, but were less successful in
relating this to cultural change. Thankfully, the majority were largely successful in doing so and
produced responses that were both varied and of good quality.
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This response demonstrates some of the qualities
of level 5. There is a sustained focus on the
demands of the question with good knowledge to
explore these, albeit slanted towards the earlier
part of the period. Judgements are reasoned and
substantiated, with confident and substantiated
judgement being offered as to the extent of the
impact of popular culture. Arguments are well
organised and coheren.

T ResutePus

Good responses often use the introduction to
demonstrate their understanding of the question,
set up the arguments they will consider, and even
how the question will be judged (criteria).
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4

‘Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in
relation to the qualities outlined in the generic mark scheme. The indicative
content below is not prescriptive and candidates are not required to include all
the material which is indicated as relevant.

Candidates are expected to reach a judgement on the extent to which living
standards in the USA were transformed for the better in the years 1941-80.

Ways in which living standards in the USA were transformed for the better in the
years 1941-80 should be analysed and evaluated. Relevant points may include:

« Average family incomes more than doubled in the period from 1945 to the
1970s
The continued growth of car ownership and commercial air travel, with
airline passenger numbers approaching 300 million by 1980
Changes in housing, such as the growth of the suburbs, with developments
such as Levittowns from the 1950s and home ownership reaching 62% by
1960
The expansion of the consumer society, including mass television ownership,
and the increased consumer spending of the ‘baby boomers’ and growing
teenage market.
Ways in which living standards in the USA were not transformed for the better in
the years 1941-80 should be analysed and evaluated. Relevant points may
include:

« Over 10% of Americans and 40% of black Americans continued to live below
the poverty line in the late 1960s, with increasing polarisation of life in some
inner cities and the more prosperous suburbs
Whilst well intentioned, the federal anti-poverty programmes from the
1960s did not overcome the problems of the poorest in society
Whilst America generally saw significant growth from the 1940s through to
the early 1970s, living standards in areas such as the rural south were not
transformed
Whilst black Americans saw some reduction in poverty and the like, largely
from the 1960s, significant gaps (when compared to all Americans)
remained in employment, income and wealth throughout the period.

Other relevant material must be credited.





image33.png
™ 9HIO_1F_pef_20170816.pdf - Adobe Acrobat Reader DC -
File Edit View Window Help

Home Tools 9HIO_1F _pef 2017... X

BEQ OO »/s | OO = - FgBEAT ©L

18 GCE History OHIO 1F

Comment

A, Fill&sign

Question 4 was the less popular of the two within Section B, although it produced a wide @ More Tools
range of responses, the majority of which achieved levels 3-5. At the higher end, there

was an impressive knowledge of living standards in the years 1941-80, with candidates
drawing upon relevant knowledge from across the course studied to explore the extent

of change. Common themes considered were the economic gains resulting from the war,
consumerism, the ‘baby boor, car and television ownership, the growth of suburbia,
changes in leisure and travel s indicators of living standards, and contrasts with urban
poverty, variations in prosperity across different social or racial groups, and the economic
problems of the 1970s. Where candidates were able to link the wealth of material offered

to a convincing examination of living standards, they were successful. Factors limiting

the success of responses were largely (i) generalisations, e.g. material relating to car
ownership, or other consumer goods, with little to distinguish this from the earlier periods,
(il potentially relevant material, not convincingly connected to the issue of living standards,
and/or the second-order concept of change, and i) limited connection to the chronological
demands of the question, e.g. failure to go beyond the 1950 or 1960s. At the higher 4
level, many responses were distinguished by a sharp focus on examining how material
deployed indicated living were/were not changing and an exploration of the variation of
living standards across the USA. Whilst some candidates were successful in framing an
analysis of change and continuity within what was an essentially chronological structure,
there was a clear correlation between those who took a more thematic approach. exploring
the extent of change and continuity within these themes across the period. With regards

to the second-order concept of change, some candidates seem less familiar or confident
with addressing questions on this. Whilst there is no ideal formula for such essays, stronger
responses tended to ensure the essay is driven by argument over the extent of change, with
detail selected to support and explore, rather than the other way round, risking lapsing into
description. Candidates should also be minded to address the full question, in terms of both
the given date range, and the extent of change - in some otherwise well-argued responses,
areas of continuity were at times given limited treatment, making it difficult to address the
extent of change.
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Tndicative content

2

‘Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in
relation to the qualities outlined in the generic mark scheme. The indicative
content below is not prescriptive and candidates are not required to include all
the material which is indicated as relevant.

Candidates are expected to reach 3 judgement on the extent to which, in the
years 1941 - 80, the impact of war and the Cold War brought about a decline in
the confidence the nation had in the presidency.

Ways in which, in the years 1941 - 80, the impact of war and the Cold War

brought about a decline in the confidence the nation had in the presidency should
be analysed and evaluated. Relevant points may include:

« Presidential responsibility for foreign policy meant presidents were directly
blamed for unpopular aspects of war, such as the increased federal
spending, the operation of the draft, or treatment of veterans

The perception of setbacks in the Cold War hit presidential popularity across
the period, e.g. the loss’ of China, concerns over the arms race in the 1950
or the unpopularity of Carter's conciliatory approach in the late 1970

Truman's reticence with the media over Korea increased media speculation
and criticism, and the playing out of political arguments over issues such as
the scale of involvement or MacArthur's sacking was detrimental

Events such as the My Lai massacre or difficulties in the ‘planned
withdrawal'led to criticism of individual presidents such as Johnson and
Nixon

Reports of Nixon's secret bombing of Cambodia led to the passing of the
War Powers Resolution, placing Congressional restraint on the presidency’s
military authority.

Ways in which, in the years 1941-80, the impact of war and the Cold War did not

bring about a decline in the confidence the nation had in the presidency should

be analysed and evaluated. Relevant points may include:

* Roosevelt's popularity was largely unchanged through his conduct of the
USA's involvement in the Second World War

Truman’s commitment to the potential need for actual military intervention
in the Cold War, with the Truman Doctrine, was essentially well received
Eisenhower was given credit for his management of the end of the Korean
War, and his efforts to avoid an escalation of the Cold War in subsequent
incidents such as those concerning Hungary or Cuba
Kennedy did ot see a loss of confidence over his intervention in Vietnam,
and his military blockade of Cuba received popular support
Nixon's ‘silent majority’ speech of 1963 demonstrated the continued support
for the Vietnam War, with 77 per cent in support of his policy.

Other relevant material must be credited.
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This demonstrates many of the qualities of a level 3
response. The answer has an understanding of what
the question is asking, and there is some analysis

of the issue at hand. There is also an offering of
knowledge, which spans the chronology of the
question. However, whilst the material has some
relevance to a consideration of changes to living
standards across the period, passages are descriptive,
whilst other aspects are of limited relevance, or

are not securely linked to the question. Attempts
are made to pull this together toward a reasoned
conclusion. This is not fully convincing.
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Question

Indicative content

5

Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in
relation to the qualities outlined in the generic mark scheme. The indicative
content below is not prescriptive and candidates are not required to include all
the material which is indicated as relevant. Other relevant material not suggested
below must also be credited.

Candidates are expected to use the extracts and their own knowledge to consider
the view that Reagan’s economic policies strengthened the US economy in the
years 1981-96. Reference to the works of named historians is not expected, but
candidates may consider historians’ viewpoints in framing their argument.
Candidates should use their discussion of various views to reach a reasoned
conclusion.

In considering the extracts, the points made by the authors should be analysed
and evaluated. Relevant points may include:
Extract 1

* Reagan’s tax policies encouraged business growth

e The longest run of economic expansion in American history began in 1983
and lasted until well into the 1990s

« Inflation and interest rates fell

* Unemployment rates fell.

Extract 2
« Average GDP growth only increased by 0.1 per cent each year in the 80s
« Measurements of growth, such as increase in personal income,
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« Inflation and interest rates fell
« Unemployment rates fell.
Extract 2
«  Average GDP growth only increased by 0.1 per cent each year in the 80s
+  Measurements of growth, such as increase in personal income,
productivity and investment were weak
« Many newly-created jobs did not pay well
« Asaresult of a trade deficit, the US became a debtor nation, which could
cause an economic crisis in the future.
Candidates should use their own knowledge of the issues to address ways in

which Reagan’s economic policies strengthened the US economy in the years
1981-96. Relevant points may include:

«  Federal deregulation encouraged business growth

« Increased optimism led to a growth in consumer confidence and a credit
boom

« Far from there being a severe economic crisis in the future, the economy
boomed under Clinton with inflation, interest rates and unemployment
being at their lowest for 20 years in 1996.

Candidates should use their own knowledge of the issues to address evidence
that counters the view that Reagan’s economic policies strengthened the
economy in the years 1981-96. Relevant points may include:
« Reagan’s policies created a huge national debt of $2.6 trillion, much of
which was from spending on defence
« Bush Sr. and Clinton had to develop economic policies influenced by
economic weaknesses created during the Reagan presidency, e.g. Bush
increased taxes

« During the Bush Sr presidency there was a short but significant recession

« Prosperity returned for reasons other than Reagan’s pol
prices.

es, e.g. lower oil
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Question 2

This was a popular option in Section A that invited candidates to select from a broad range of
material. It therefore produced a range of responses, the vast majority of which, were able to
access the middle and higher levels.

Less successful responses were often due to difficulties in focusing on the demands of the question
and/or offering limited material. With regards to the former, this tended to take the form of making
valid claims that a particular point, such as involvement in the Vietnam War, did bring about a
decline in confidence i the presidency, often with detailed supporting material, but with mixed
success in explicitly demonstrating how this brought about the outcome. For the latter, whilst most
candidates were able to offer some range of valid material, some did not sufficiently deal with the
chronological demands of the question. In such cases, the tendency was for responses to be
skewed towards the latter part of the period.

Stronger responses were often those which maintained a focus. They were able to draw upon a
range of examples from FDR and the Second World War, Korea and Vietnam, as well as the impact
of the Cold War generally, with examples such as JFK and the Bay of Pigs and Cuban Missile Crisis,
or Carter and Iran Hostage Crisis. Other mentioned potential causes of decline included scandals
such as Watergate, other presidential failings, notably the character traits of the likes of Nixon and
Carter, economic issues such as those seen in the 1970s and the failure to tackle racial and social
issues. In less successful responses, such material was not convincingly linked to the question;
stronger responses were able to assess the relative importance, and many explored the
relationship between such issues, e.g. the relationship between the cost of the Vietnam War and
the impact this had on LBJ's Great Society. A minority offered what was usually convincing
argument over the positive impact war and the Cold War could and did have on confidence in the
presidency, e.g. through an examination of FDR's leadership during the Second World War.
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