
South	Africa,	1948-94:	from	Apartheid	state	to	
‘rainbow	nation’	

Topic	 Class	 Notes	 Revision

Peaceful	protest	

The	Sharpeville	massacre	

Banning	political	parties	

South	African	independence	1961

Moves	to	armed	struggle	

The	ANC	and	uMkhonto	weSizwe	

The	PAC	and	Poqo	

The	Rivonia	Trial	

Exile	and	imprisonment	

Strengthening	apartheid	–	economic	
recovery	

Developing	the	Bantustans	

Diplomatic ties 
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Topic 2: Radicalisation 
of reistance & the 
consolidation of 

National Party power 
1960-68



Section B mark scheme (The Essay)
 
•  Analytical focus 
•  Accurate detail 
•  Supported judgement 
•  Argument and structure 

Level Mark
s 

Description 

1 1-3 •  Simplistic statements 
•  Very limited accurate and relevant knowledge 
•  No overall judgement / very basic 
•  Very little structure or argument 

2 4-7 •  Descriptive statements 
•  Limited range of accurate and relevant knowledge 
•  Limited support of judgement – lacks clear criteria
•  Beginnings of structure  attempts to make an argument 

3 8-12 •  Some analysis of key features 
•  Mostly accurate knowledge, showing understanding of 

the question
•  Judgement presented with some attempt to establish 

criteria
•  Some structure and a generally clear argument 

4 13-16 •  Analysis of key features 
•  Sufficient knowledge used to answer most aspects of 

the question
•  Overall judgement based on valid criteria – may only be 

partially supported
•  Well structured with a clear argument – may lack 

precision in places 

5 17-20 •  Sustained analysis 
•  Sufficient knowledge used to answer all aspects of the 

question
•  Overall judgement based on valid criteria, fully 

supported. The relative significance may be considered
•  Well structured argued with precision 
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Section A mark scheme (The SOURCES) 
•  Analytical focus (identifying & explaining key features of the 

source, handling it as an interpretation) 
•  Accurate detail (using your own knowledge to explain the source)
•  Supported judgement (evaluating the value of the source 

throughout the essay) 

Level Mark Description 

1 1-3 •  Surface level comprehension of source – paraphrase
•  Some relevant knowledge to context 
•  No overall evaluation of the sources / discussion of reliability & 

utility basic 

2 4-7 •  Some understanding – selects & summerises
•  Knowledge linked to the sources to support / challenge
•  Overall judgement presents – limited support & discussion of 

provenance may be based on assumption.

3 8-12 •  Analysis of key points od the source, explains meanting, valid 
inferences 

•  Historical context supports inferences, knowledge expands 
support & challenge

•  Overall judgement relates to the nature & purpose, based on 
valid criteria, support may be limited

4 13-16 •  Examines evidence to make reasoned inferences, valid 
distinction between fact & opinion

•  Context used to reveal & discuss the limitations of the source. 
Attempts to interpret the source in the context of the society 
it comes from

•  Overall judgement supported by valid criteria, evaluation of 
sources reflects the weight of the evidence

5 17-20 •  Confident interrogation of both sources demonstrated by 
reasoned inferences

•  Context used to reveal & discuss limitations of sources’ 
content. Interprets the source in the context of the society 
from which it came

•  Overall judgement supported by valid criteria, reflects the 
weight of the evidence & degrees to which the sources may be 
useful 



About Paper 2: Depth Study  

Paper 2 tests you against two Assessment 
Objectives: AO1 and AO2.

AO1 tests your ability to: 
•  Organise and communicate your own 

knowledge 
•  Analyse and evaluate key features of the past 
•  Make supported judgements 
•  Deal with concepts of cause, consequence, 

change, continuity, similarity, difference and 
significance.

•  AO1 TASKS YOU TO WRITE AN ESSAY 
FROM YOUR OWN KNOWLEDGE 

AO2 tests your ability to: 
•  Annalyse and evaluate source material from 

the past 
•  Explore the value of source material by 

considering its historical context.
•  AO2 TASKS YOU TO WRITE AN ESSAY 

WHICH ANALYSES TWO SOURCES. 

At A Level, Paper 2 is worth 20% of 
your  grade. At AS Level it is worth 
40% of your grade. 

The exam is 1 hour and 30 minutes (AS and 
A Level) and divided into two sections. 

AS Level Q’s: 
	
Ai) Why is Source 11(p.320) valuable to the historian for an 
enquiry into the ANC’s attitude to South Africa becoming a 
republic? (8 marks) 

Aii) How much weight do you give the evidence of Source 4(p.
315) for an enquiry into events at Sharpeville in 1960? (12 
marks) 

B) How accurate is it to say that the anti-apartheid protests of 
the 1960s served only to strengthen the determination of the 
authorities to enforce apartheid? (20 marks) 

	

A Level Q’s 

A)  How far could the historian make use of Sources 12 and 
13 (p.323) together to investigate opposition to apartheid 
in South Africa in the 1960s? 

Explain your answer using the sources, the information given 
about them and your own knowledge of the historical context. 
(20 marks) 

B) To what extent was the Rivonia Trial a political opportunity 
for the ANC? (20 marks) 3	



Key	Terms	–	Chapter	2		

Key Term Definition 

Stayaway

Suez Crisis 1956

Social history 

Apartheid alcohol 
restrictions 

Define all of the below key terms using Chapter 2 of the main text (pp311-333) 
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Individual	 Organisation		 Key	events	/ideas	

Robert	Sobukwe

Verwoerd	

Harold	Macmilan	

Nelson	Mandela	

Joe	Slovo

Sisulu	

Joe	Modise	

Oliver	Tambo	

Trever	Huddleston	

Ambrose	Reeves	

E.S	Reddy	

Dennis	Brutus	

B.	J.	Vorster	

Chief	Victor	Poto
5	



Why	did	opposition	to	apartheid	increase	during	the	
years	1960-1?	

Peaceful	Protest	

Sharpeville	
	
1. Create a timeline to show the main events 
of the massacre  


Use pages 311-315 to complete
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2. Why was the Sharpeville massacre significant?











How far could the historian make use of Sources 1 and 2 together to investigate the reasons for the 
killings at Sharpeville on 21 March 1960?

First look for aspects of the source that refer to the events and discussions that were going on around the time 
that the source was written. Underline the key phrases and write a brief description of the context. Try to find 
three key phrases in each source. 
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Key	phrase	 Context	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Source 1From Africa South in Exile Vol 4 No 4 July-September 1960, a 
magazine published in London. The magazine opposed apartheid and supported 
liberation struggles against colonialism throughout Africa.

There are many who still doubt that the South African Government planned 
the killings at Sharpeville. Yet much larger crowds of protesting Africans than 
the ones which assembled outside Sharpeville police station have sine been 
dispersed with 3 warnings, baton charges, shots in the air or the wounding of 
a few front-line demonstrators in the legs. And surgeons giving evidence at 
the Sharpeville Commission of Enquiry claim that three-quarters of the 
Sharpeville wounded whom they examined in hospital had all been shot in 
the back. Eye-witness affidavits that no warnings were given by the police  
emphasize the significance of this. The Government decided upon a massacre 
at the outset of the anti-pass campaign, as the show of intransigence that is 
had for so long been promising the country. It is unfortunate that the show 
should have excited so much censure abroad, but no loyal Nationalist 
considers the show any less right or necessary than had the outside world 
ignored Sharpeville altogether. 

A government capable of Sharpeville is unlikely to be turned from the 
highway of defiance it has chosen by the plucking's of protest. The censure of 
the outside world may be inconvenient; but white South Africa has suffered 
censure before, without feeling it necessary to make any changes in its 
conduct. 

Source	2:	From Shooting at Sharpeville by Ambrose Reeves, published in 1961. Reeves was Bishop of Johannesburg and a strong critic of apartheid. 

From what the police did at Sharpeville a heavy burden of guilt lies not only with Lieutenant Colonel Pienaar for his failure to control and superintend 
his men but also upon the individual policemen who fired. Standing orders also provide that the police must exercise great care that in firing they 
merely wound or maim their target and do not kill: at Sharpeville the police fired recklessly and indiscriminately into an unarmed crowd which was not 
attacking them. They killed 69 people and no justification or even extenuation can be found for such conduct… At Sharpeville the police went on firing 
into the back of the crowd long after it had turned and began to flee from the scene. They fired their automatic weapons in tremendous and 
devastating bursts and the only problem is to find suitable words of condemnation for the conduct of such an enormity. 



The	banning	of	political	parties	and	the	state	of	emergency		

Statement		 ü  True		 ü  False	 Correction	/	Explanation		

All	police	officers	
were	white		

The	state	of	
emergency	was	
declares	on	30th	
March	1960	

Political	leaders	
were	surprised	by	
the	clampdown	

Leading	protesters	
were	arrested	

Verwoerd	was	shot	
by	a	radical	black	
activist		
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Review the statements below using pages 316-317 




The Sharpeville Massacre
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Read the question, study the timeline and, using three coloured pens, put a star next to the events to show: 



•  Red: events and policies that have no relevance to the question

•  Amber: events and policies that have some significance to the question

•  Green: events and policies that are directly relevant to the question  


To what extent were the repressive measures passed in the period 1960 to 1965 a consequence of the Sharpeville massacre? 

The below paragraph contains a limited amount of detail. Annotate the paragraph to add additional detail to the 
answer.




To what extent did government repression follow the Sharpeville massacre of March 1960?
 

 The government responded to the Sharpeville massacre with a series of measures of repression. In April 
they declared a state of emergency. Some anti-apartheid groups were banned as a result. In the following 
year they passed a Sabotage Act. This was followed by the General Law Amendment Act in May 1963. the 
Bantu Laws Amendment Act was passed in 1964 to come into effect in January 1965. these were all 
responses to the Sharpeville uprising although the appointment of John Vorster as Minister of Justice in 
July 1961 may have had some thing to do with increasing repression too.  
	



Why did SA become a republic in 1961? Pages 317-322 

1. Why was the republican issue not really important in the 
1950s? 


5. Why did South Africa not have television until 1976? 


2. Verwoerd felt confident to announce a whites only 
referendum in early 1960… 












6. Who visited South Africa in February 1960 and why? 


3. Why were the Cape nationalists unhappy with Verwoerd? 












7. What was Macmillan’s memorable phrase. ‘the wind of 
change is blowing through Africa’ intended for? 


4. How did Verwoerd increase his support in the Afrikaner 
Christian nationalist association? 














8. Why did Macmillan advocate ‘rapid decolonisation’? 
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Why did SA become a republic in 1961? Pages 317-322 

9. How did Macmillan present African nationalism? 
 5. Why did South Africa leave the Commonwealth? 


10. How did Verwoerd respond to Macmillan? 












6. How did Britain respond to SA leaving the 
Commonwealth? 


11. What was the result of the referendum in October 
1960? 












7.  How did withdrawal from the Commonwealth affect the 
economic position of SA? 


12. What changed when South Africa became a republic on 
31 May 1961? 














8. What economic sanctions were placed on SA? 
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Explain	the	difference		

12	

The sources on the following page, give different accounts of the challenges facing 
the apartheid regime in SA in the early 1960s. 

	
1.  List	the	ways	in	which	the	sources	differ.		

2.  Explain	the	differences	using	the	provenance	of	the	sources,	and	the	historical	context.	The	
provenance	appears	at	the	top	of	the	source	(Who	wrote	it,	when,	etc.)	Make	sure	you	stay	
focused	on	the	differences	that	are	relevant	to	the	question:		

	
‘How	far	could	the	historian	make	use	of	Sources	1	and	2	together	to	investigate	the	challenges	
facing	the	apartheid	regime	in	SA	during	the	1960s?		Explain	your	answer,	using	both	sources,	
the	information	given	about	them	and	your	own	knowledge.’		
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Explain	the	difference	–	The	Sources			



Did	the	ANC	and	PAC	radicalise	after	1960?			

Moves	to	armed	struggle		 The	ANC	and	uMkhonto	
weSizwe	

The	PAC	and	Poqo		

Use pages 322 – 324 to complete
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Turning	assertion	into	argument		
Read the exam question and then add a justification to each of the assertions to turn it into an argument. 




To what extent was the decision among anti-apartheid groups to turn to armed conflict in the early 1960s a response to the failure of peaceful 
protest? 

The ANC had decided to begin armed struggle in the early 1960s because  
 
 
Peaceful protest had proved to be ineffective because 
 
 
Many of their supported believed the ANC leadership should have begun the armed struggle earlier because  
 
 
Poko was more extreme than MK because  
 
 
In may ways the armed conflict was a response to the failure of peaceful protest because   
 
 



The Rivonia Trial and significance for Mandela 
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1.  What did Mandela use the trial as an opportunity for? 


2.  Who defended the Rivonia accused? 


3.  What did the prosecution push for? 


4.  What was the significance of the imprisonment? 


5.  What did the outcome mean for MK? 


6.  After reading through Source 16 on page 326 answer the following question: 



This was the last public speech Nelson Mandela made for 26 years. Was it a threat? A 
warning? A plea for understanding? Explain what his ‘message’ was in your own words. 




Identify an argument 
Below are a series of definitions, a sample exam question and two sample conclusions.

One of the conclusions achieves a high mark because it contains an argument. The other achieves a lower 
mark because it contains only description and assertion. Identify which is which.



•  Description: a detailed account 

•  Assertion: a statement of fact or an opinion which is not supported by a reason

•  Reason: a statement which explains or justifies something 

•  Argument: an assertion justified with a reason 


‘The main result of the Rivonia Trial was international condemnation of South Africa’. How far do you agree with 
this statement. 

Student 1: 
The Rivonia Trial certainly led to international condemnation. However, it also showed government 
determination to defeat anti-apartheid activities and restore order. It believed a major trial would defeat 
the violence to which they had been subject by MK – 200 attacks in the 18 months following the formation 
in December 1961. the government wasn’t concerned as a priority about international condemnation if it 
meant that MK would be defeated. However, international condemnation was acute and long-lasting: many 
leaders called for clemency and the international media interest brought South Africa into world focus.  
 

Student 2: 
The Rivonia Trial took place in 1964. it was a result of the leaders of MK being captured. Notable among 
these was Nelson Mandela. Mandela knew he would be found guilty so he used the trial to make a four-hour 
speech advocating democracy and equal rights in South Africa. This reached a worldwide audience due to 
media interest in the trial and was the main consequence. It led to international condemnation and caused 
protest in many countries.  
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The impact of exile and imprisonment on the ANC and 
PAC	

The	UN		

Oliver	
Tambo		

The	AAM		

Sport		

Use pages 326-327to complete
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Create a timeline (using pp.326-327) ) to show how apartheid or ‘separate development’ was strengthened 
in the years 1960-68 . Ensure you include all dates mentioned as well as the points below:  

Whites


Increased 
income 


‘Construction 
industry 


The colour bar 


Manufacturing 


Economic 
recovery 


Verwoerd’s 
murder 


Women 




How	did	the	townships	and	role	of	African	women	develop?		

Use pages 329-330 to complete
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Other	factors	strengthening	apartheid	or	‘separate	
development	in	the	1960s	

Use pages 331-332 to complete
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The	Bantustans		

Diplomatic	Ties		 Vorster’s	use	of	
police	powers	
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High-level answers avoid excessive summerising or paraphrasing the sources. They instead make inferences from the sources, 
as well as analysing their value in terms of their context. Below are a source and a series of statements. Read the sources 
and decide which of the statements: 




•  Make inferences from the source (I)
•  Paraphrase the source (P) 
•  Summerise the source (S) 

•  Cannot be justified from the source (X) A

Spot the Inference – AO2

I P S X

Bantustans are economically unviable 

Bantustans are simply a dumping ground for the surplus black population 

Bantustans are a fraud: they represent only 13% of the land but are expected to sustain 80% of the 
population.

Bantustans are expected to sustain 80% of the population but they are in the poorest areas and the 
government control the mineral rights. 

Bantustans comprise the areas white South Africans do not want because they are barren and infertile; 
however, should they contain wealth such as minerals these will be taken by the South African government. 

From Steve Biko, ‘Let’s Talk about the Bantustans’, undated essay in I Write What I Like, a collection of essays first 
published in 1978. Biko was a Black Consciousness activist and leading anti-apartheid campaigner. 

Geographically, i.e. in terms of land distribution, Bantustans present a gigantic fraud that can find no moral support from any quarters. 
We find that 20% of the population are in control of 87% of the land while 80% control only 13%. To make this situation even more 
ridiculous, not one of these so-called ‘Bantustan nations’ has an intact piece of land. All of them are scattered little bits of the most 
unyielding soil. In each are the more productive bits are white-controlled islands on which the white farms or other types of industry 
are situated. 

Economically the blacks have been given a raw deal. Generally speaking the areas where Bantustans are located are the least 
developed in the country, often very unsuitable for either agricultural or pastoral work. Not one of the Bantustans have access to the 
sea and in all the mineral rights are strictly reserved for the South African government…

Added to these observations is the fact that the operative budgets allowed the Bantustans for development projects are kept so low. 
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