
South	Africa,	1948-94:	from	Apartheid	state	to	
‘rainbow	nation’	

Topic	 Class	 Notes	 Revision

Black	Consciousness		

Soweto	Uprising		

Steve	Biko		

ANC	1970s		

National	Party	problems		

Trouble	in	the	Bantustans		

NP	division	and	scandal	

Economic	and	population	
pressures	

Botha	and	reform		

Political	change	in	southern	
Africa	

International	condemnation	
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Topic 3: Redefining 
resistance and 

challenges to NP 
power, 1968-83



Section B mark scheme (The Essay)
 
•  Analytical focus 
•  Accurate detail 
•  Supported judgement 
•  Argument and structure 

Level Mark
s 

Description 

1 1-3 •  Simplistic statements 
•  Very limited accurate and relevant knowledge 
•  No overall judgement / very basic 
•  Very little structure or argument 

2 4-7 •  Descriptive statements 
•  Limited range of accurate and relevant knowledge 
•  Limited support of judgement – lacks clear criteria
•  Beginnings of structure  attempts to make an argument 

3 8-12 •  Some analysis of key features 
•  Mostly accurate knowledge, showing understanding of 

the question
•  Judgement presented with some attempt to establish 

criteria
•  Some structure and a generally clear argument 

4 13-16 •  Analysis of key features 
•  Sufficient knowledge used to answer most aspects of 

the question
•  Overall judgement based on valid criteria – may only be 

partially supported
•  Well structured with a clear argument – may lack 

precision in places 

5 17-20 •  Sustained analysis 
•  Sufficient knowledge used to answer all aspects of the 

question
•  Overall judgement based on valid criteria, fully 

supported. The relative significance may be considered
•  Well structured argued with precision 
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Section A mark scheme (The SOURCES) 
•  Analytical focus (identifying & explaining key features of the 

source, handling it as an interpretation) 
•  Accurate detail (using your own knowledge to explain the source)
•  Supported judgement (evaluating the value of the source 

throughout the essay) 

Level Mark Description 

1 1-3 •  Surface level comprehension of source – paraphrase
•  Some relevant knowledge to context 
•  No overall evaluation of the sources / discussion of reliability & 

utility basic 

2 4-7 •  Some understanding – selects & summerises
•  Knowledge linked to the sources to support / challenge
•  Overall judgement presents – limited support & discussion of 

provenance may be based on assumption.

3 8-12 •  Analysis of key points od the source, explains meanting, valid 
inferences 

•  Historical context supports inferences, knowledge expands 
support & challenge

•  Overall judgement relates to the nature & purpose, based on 
valid criteria, support may be limited

4 13-16 •  Examines evidence to make reasoned inferences, valid 
distinction between fact & opinion

•  Context used to reveal & discuss the limitations of the source. 
Attempts to interpret the source in the context of the society 
it comes from

•  Overall judgement supported by valid criteria, evaluation of 
sources reflects the weight of the evidence

5 17-20 •  Confident interrogation of both sources demonstrated by 
reasoned inferences

•  Context used to reveal & discuss limitations of sources’ 
content. Interprets the source in the context of the society 
from which it came

•  Overall judgement supported by valid criteria, reflects the 
weight of the evidence & degrees to which the sources may be 
useful 



About Paper 2: Depth Study  

Paper 2 tests you against two Assessment 
Objectives: AO1 and AO2.

AO1 tests your ability to: 
•  Organise and communicate your own 

knowledge 
•  Analyse and evaluate key features of the past 
•  Make supported judgements 
•  Deal with concepts of cause, consequence, 

change, continuity, similarity, difference and 
significance.

•  AO1 TASKS YOU TO WRITE AN ESSAY 
FROM YOUR OWN KNOWLEDGE 

AO2 tests your ability to: 
•  Annalyse and evaluate source material from 

the past 
•  Explore the value of source material by 

considering its historical context.
•  AO2 TASKS YOU TO WRITE AN ESSAY 

WHICH ANALYSES TWO SOURCES. 

At A Level, Paper 2 is worth 20% of 
your  grade. At AS Level it is worth 
40% of your grade. 

The exam is 1 hour and 30 minutes (AS and 
A Level) and divided into two sections. 

AS Level Q’s: 
	
Ai) Why is Source 10 (page 342) valuable to the historian for 
an enquiry about sporting boycotts of South African teams 
during the 1960s and 1970s? (8 marks) 

Aii) How much weight do you give the evidence of Source 6 
(page 339) onto the government’s reaction to the death of 
Steve Biko (12 marks) 

B) How accurate is it to say that the ANC made little progress 
in the 1970s? (20 marks) 

	

A Level Q’s 

A)  How far could the historian make use of Sources 13 (p.
348)  and 15 (p. 354)  together to investigate the impact of 
apartheid in the 1970s? 

Explain your answer using the sources, the information given 
about them and your own knowledge of the historical context. 
(20 marks) 

B) How far were domestic challenges in the years 1974-83 
responsible for P. W. Botha’s reforming agenda? (20 marks) 
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Key	Terms	/	People	–	Chapter	3		

Key Term Definition 

Liberation	theology		

Steve	Biko		

Winnie	Mandela		

Helen	Suzman		

Ethnicity		

Verkrampte	and	
verligte		

Tricameral	
parliament		

Laager	mentality		

Define all of the below key terms using Chapter 2 of the main text (pp334-357) 
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How	did	Black	Consciousness	change	people’s	lives?	The	Steve	Biko	Story	

5	
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Steve	Biko	and	the	South	African	Students’	Organisation		

Use pages 334-336 to complete


7	

2. Why did the South African government regard this young student as such a threat to apartheid? 









African higher 
education in the 1960s

Steve Biko and the 
SASO

Impact	of	Biko’s	death	
(p.339)	



Black	Consciousness	and	the	mobilisation	of	school	children		

Statement ü  True ü  False Correction / Explanation 

Black consciousness was an 
attitude of mind 

Blackness was a political and 
psychological identity

Apartheid created the 
opportunity for protest 
politics 

The Black Consciousness 
Movement had no differences 
with the PAC

Black consciousness was 
backwards looking 

Tiro was a central figure of 
the Black Consciousness 
Movement 
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Review the statements below using pages 336-337 




Black	Consciousness	and	the	mobilisation	of	school	children		

Statement ü  True ü  False Correction / Explanation 

Black consciousness 
groups only focused on 
educational institutions

SASO was banned in 
March 1973

The SASO 9 were put on 
trial in 1975 

Schools became sites of 
explosive political 
potential 

Gangs supported young 
people attending school in 
Soweto 

By 1976 students were 
prepared to use violence 
them selves. 
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Review the statements below using pages 336-337 




Why did the school students of Soweto riot in 1976? 

This picture flashed across the world on the 
evening of 16th June 1976. it changed many 
people’s minds about apartheid. It shows Hector 
Peterson, a 13 year old boy, being rushed away 
by his grief-stricken friends after being shot dead 
by police in Soweto. 
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The	original	plan	for	apartheid	had	been	for	black	children	to	be	given	only	primary	education,	as	this	was	al	
they	would	need	for	the	manual	jobs	they	would	always	do.	But	by	the	1970s	SA	business	and	industry	
needed	better	educated	people	to	work	in	their	offices	and	factories.	Black	children	wanted	to	be	educated:	
the	number	of	black	children	in	schools	rose	from	1	million	in	1950	to	3.5	million	in	1975.	only	8%	of	these	
were	in	secondary	education,	but	the	demand	was	rising.	Yet	the	quality	of	education	available	was	terrible,	
reflecting	the	fact	that	the	government	spent	nearly	10	times	more	on	educating	each	white	child	than	on	
each	black	child.	Schools	were	run	down.	In	Soweto,	there	were	often	60-100	children	in	a	class.	Teachers	
were	badly	trained	and	poorly	paid.	The	result	was	that	black	children’s	tremendous	hopes	and	expectations	
for	education	were	frustrated.	Added	to	this	were	2	other	factors:		
•  Black	Consciousness	had	had	an	impact	on	many	students	
•  In	1975	the	white	Portuguese	colonial	rulers	of	Mozambique	and	Angola	had	been	thrown	out	by	black	

independence	movements.		

Then	the	government	announced	that	half	of	all	subjects	took	in	school	would	be	taught	in	Afrikaans.	This	
was	the	last	straw.	Afrikaans	was	the	language	of	the	hated	government.	It	was	spoken	only	by	South	
African	whites.	It	had	no	value	to	students	wanting	to	travel.	It	was	only	suitable	for	jobs	that	involved	
taking	orders	from	Afrikaners.		



The Soweto Uprising, its significance and suppression (p.337-339)
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Explain the difference
The following sources give different interpretations of education for Africans. List the ways in which the sources differ. Explain the 
difference between the sources using the provenance of the sources, and the historical context. The provenance appears at the top of 
the source. Make sure that you stay focused on the differences that are relevant to the question. 





‘How far could the historian make sure of Sources 1 and 2 together to investigate the reasons for the the uprising in 
Soweto in 1976?’ 
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Differences in the provenances Differences with the content / context 

	
	
	
	
	



Some people called the Soweto protests ‘The beginning of the end of apartheid’. 

Explain how each of the factors could suggest that apartheid must end one day. 
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Add the Content 
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Below is a sample exam question with the accompanying sources. Having read the question and the sources, complete the 
following activity. 


How far could the historian make use of Sources 1 and 2 together to investigate the significance of the Soweto uprising in 1976? 

First, look for the aspects of the source that refer to EVENTS and discussion that were going on around the time the source 
was written.

Underline the key phrases and write a brief description of the context in the margin next to the source. 

Draw an arrow from the key phrase to the content.. Try to find 3 key phrases per source. 




How did the ANC strengthen it’s position after the reverses of the early 1970s? pp.340-342 

1. Where did the ANC establish offices / operate in the 
1960s? 


5. What was the ‘strategy and tactics’ document? 


2. What happened to MK? 












7. How did Tambo run to ANC / what were his values? 


3. Why did Chris Hani criticise the ANC leadership? 












8. Outline the sporting boycotts. 


4. How did Tambo respond to Hani’s criticism? 














Outline the economic boycotts: 
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Identify	the	Concept		
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Below are 5 example exam question based on some of the following concepts: 



•  Cause – questions concern the reasons for something, or why something happened. 

•  Consequence – questions concern the impact of an event, an action of a policy.

•  Change/continuity – questions ask you to investigate the extent to which things 

changed or stayed the same. 

•  Similarity / difference – questions ask you to investigate the extent to which two 

events, actions, or policies were similar. 

•  Significance – questions concern the importance of an event, an action or a policy. 


Read each of the questions and work out which of the concepts they are based on. 

1.  How far did the policies of the ANC leadership change after they went into exile in the early 
1960s? 

2.  What was the significance of SA’s wealth, geographical position and natural resources in 
terms of its relationship with other countries? 

3.  To what extent was SA’s relationship with other countries the same in the 1970s as it had 
been in the 1960s? 

4.  To what extent was the ANC adoption of tactics of urban warfare a response to its failures 
in other spheres of activity? 

5.  How far was the lack of success of the ANC in the 1960s responsible for its reorganisation 
in the 1970s? 
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Develop the detail
Below are a sample AS exam question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. The 
paragraph contains limited amount of detail. Annotate the paragraph to add additional detail to 
the answer. 




How	far	did	the	ANC	policies	and	tactics	change	during	the	1970s?		



Problems	the	NP	faced	–	Political	unrest	and	opposition		

Trade	union	activity		 Re-emergence	of	ANC	
support	in	SA	

Liberal	opposition	in	SA	

Use pages 342-344 to complete
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Select the detail 


How far could the historian make use of Source 1 and 2 together to investigate the development of the ANC military campaign in the 
period 1970 and 1985? 

Below are three claims that you could make when answering the question. Read the claims and then select quotes from the 
sources to support them. 
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Claim Quote from source 

1. The ANC practiced guerilla warfare 

2. MK has concentrated on economic and military targets 

3. The ANC campaign is having a serious impact on white SA



Troubles in the Bantustans pp.344-346
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1.  How did Vorster and Botha pursue the Bantustan policy? 


2.  How did homeland revenues develop in the 1970s? 






3.  How did increased revenue effect the poor rural communities? 




4.  How did some of the homeland leaders attempt to use their new status? 





5.  In what ways did homeland gov’ts resort to the same repression as the SA gov’t? 






6.  How did the NP’s pursuit of apartheid through balkanisation lead to a shared non-ethnic 
African nationalism? 







Developing  an argument 
Below are a sample question, a list of key points to be made in the essay, and a paragraph from the essay. 
Read the question, and the sample paragraph. Rewrite the paragraph in order to develop an argument. Your 
paragraph should answer the question directly, and set out the evidence that supports your argument. 
Crucially, it should develop an argument by setting out a general answer to the question and reasons that 
support this. 


‘How accurate is it to say that Bantustans had no chance of successful development independent of SA?’ 

Sample paragraph: 
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Rewritten paragraph: 
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National Party division / scandal and economic pressures 	

Economic	
downturn		

NP	Division		
The	‘information	

scandal’	

Population	growth		

Use pages 346-348 to complete
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Botha’s Reforms 	

The	Constitution		

Background			
The	Economy		

Use pages 349-350 to complete
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Establish a criteria 

Below is a sample question which requires you to make a judgement. The key term in the question has been 
underlined. Defining the meaning of the key term can help you establish criteria that you can use to make a 
judgement. 

Read the question, define the key term and then set out 4 criteria based on the key term, which you can use to 
reach and justify a judgement. 



‘How accurate is it to say that political scandals were the biggest threat to the National Party in the 1970s?’

 Definition: 







Criteria to judge the extent to which political scandals were the biggest threat to the NP during the 1970s: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 



You should now make a judgement. Summerise your judgements below: 

•  Criteria 1

•  Criteria 2 

•  Criteria 3 

•  Criteria 4 



Finally, sum up your judgement: 
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How did the rest of the world try to bring about change in SA? 
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Place the below countries on the lie, depending upon their relationship to SA in this period to help you address 
‘what pressures from beyond SA threatened NP authority, 1974-84’ (using pp.352-356). Write a couple of 

sentences to summarize SA’s relationship with each state. 

UK
 Germany
Botswana
 USSR
Mozambique  
USA
Israel
 Cuba  


Allies 
 Enemies  


Zimbabwe 
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Activity	Summary		

1.	Who	was	more	dangerous	to	the	NP	during	the	years	1968-83	and	why?	Write	
your	ideas	into	the	table,	in	a	way	that	allows	for	direct	comparison	between	the	two	
leaders.		

Oliver	Tambo		 Steve	Biko		

	
	
	
	
	
	

2.	On	a	scale	of	1-10,	with	10	as	‘very	significant’	and	1	as	‘insignificant’,	how	important	was	
Nelson	Mandela	during	this	period	to:	
•  ANC	strategy	
•  AAM	in	Britian		
•  Vorster		
•  Steve	Biko		

Explain	your	answer	/	ranking.		



Support	your	judgement	
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Read the exam question and the two judgements. Support the judgment that you agree with the 
most strongly by adding a reason that justifies the judgement. 



‘How accurate is it to say that, by mid-1980s, economic and cultural sanctions were having a major impact on SA?’


