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IMMIGRATION LEGISLATION 1940-80

1940 Alien Registration Act

Requires non-citizens with
federal government; it is a wartime measure,
but after the war it s normalised as the ‘green
card systen;if a non-citizen has a green

card, it entitles them to e and work n the
USA indefinitely: in 1950, a vetting procedure
makes sure that green car
immigrants - those pros

the Immigration servi

1952 Immigration and Nationality Act
(also called the McCarran-Walter Act)
Revises the terms of imrmigration; etains
botha lmit to the number of immigrants to
be admitted (150,000) and the quota system,
although many argue against quotas; the
balance, based on the 1920 census, means
bout B5 percent of immigrants come from
northern and westem Europe; the Act allows
ants and introduces
skilled workers; it sl
vestern hemisphere

for 100,000 Asian immigy

apreference
doesn

tem
ply to the

1965 Immigration and Nationality Act

(also called the Hart-Celler Act)
Abolishes quotas; sets a limit of 170,000

immigrants a year and allows for more Asian
immigration; immediate family members o
citizens are allowed in outside this lmit: the la
till does not apply to the western hemisphere:

1968 Armed Forces Naturalisation Act
Amends the 1965 Act to make anvone a US
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1948 Displaced Persons Act
(extended 1950)

Allows for the immigration of 415,000 people
displaced by the war over four years, but within
the quota imit (President Truman had argued
for the admissions to be separate from the
numbers administered by the quota, but
to convince Congre

1953 Refugee Relief Act
Extends the 1948 Displaced
for 214,000 refugees from Europe: this time, they
are dealt with outside the set numerical lmit

1954
Operation Wetback begins deporting fllegal
rmmigrants (those who entered the country without

ing registered); the
1957 Refugee-Escapee Act

Refugee legislation is expanded to cover people
escaping from communist countries

are mostly Mexican

1966 Cuban Adjustment Act
Gives citizenship to Cubans entering the country
after 1959
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(also called the Hart-Celler Act)

Abolishes quotas; sets a imit of 170,000

s ayear and allows for more Asian
immigration; immediate family members of US
citizens are allowed in outside this limit

1966 Cuban Adjustment Act
itizenship to Cubans entering the country
after 19

stil does not apply to the western hemi

1968 Armed Forces Naturalisation Act
\mends the 1965 Act to make anyone a US

citizen who has fought for the USA in the:
World War, the Second World or
Vietnam (ar any other war)

1976 Immigration and Nationality Act
expanded

Expands to include the westem hemisphere fo
ve; the number of immigrants allowed

SOURCE
Percentages of foreign-born immigrants by country of origin, 1960-80; 1930 given as a
comparison. Based on data from the US Bureau of the Census.

Year Europe Asia Africa Oceania |4t Canada
1930 3 19 o1 92
1960 75 51 04 98
1970 617 89 09 87
1080 3 193 15 331 65
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