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Paper 3: Weimar and Nazi Germany




Read the five facts.

Answer the questions.

Tick the facts to show you have used them.


	The impact of the First World War

	
	What are the most important facts for today?
	Have I used this fact in an answer?

	1
	Germany lost the First World War and it killed lots of their soldiers.  Germany had also spent a lot of money on the war.
	

	2
	At the end of the war Germany’s leader, Kaiser Wilhelm, ran away because he did not want to be in control any more.  This left Germany without a leader.
	

	3
	A group of people from the SDP took over Germany.  A new leader took control.  His name was Ebert and he tried to make Germany fairer and better.
	

	4
	Then Germany came up with a new set of rules and laws to help to run the country.  This set of rules was called the Weimar Constitution.
	

	5
	Some of the rules included allowing men and women to vote in elections.  Also the new rules allowed people to pick their leader, rather than it being someone from the royal family.
	



Question 1 – Write down any bad things that happened to Germany because of WW1.
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Question 2 – Write down anything good that happened to Germany after WW1.
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Challenge:  Do you think WW1 was a good or bad thing for Germany?
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________


	
The Treaty of Versailles

	
	What are the most important facts for today?
	Have I used this fact in an answer?

	1
	When Germany lost WW1 they had to agree to a list of rules.  The list of rules was written by the countries that had won the war – Britain, France and Germany.  This list of rules was called the Treaty of Versailles.
	

	2
	Land – Germany had to give away some of the land they controlled.  This land was given to other countries.
	

	3
	Army – Germany had to make their army much smaller.  They were only allowed 100,000 soldiers.  They were not allowed any war planes.
	

	4
	Money – Germany had to pay for all the damage caused by the war.  The money was to be paid to countries like France.  The amount that Germany had to pay was £6.6 billion.
	

	5
	Blame – Germany was forced to take the blame for starting and continuing the war.  It was only Germany that was forced to take the blame even though other countries involved.
	



Question 1 – What was the Treaty of Versailles?
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Question 2 – Write down 2 rules from the Treaty of Versailles.
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Challenge:  Why might people in Germany hate the Treaty of Versailles?
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
	Problems for the “new” Germany

	
	What are the most important facts for today?
	Have I used this fact in an answer?

	1
	Germany had just about recovered after WW1.  They had set up a new set of laws and signed the Treaty of Versailles.  However, the new Germany still faced lots of problems.
	

	2
	In 1919 a group of people tried to take over Germany.  They wanted Germany to be fairer and that it should be run in a way that helped the poorer workers.   This was called the Spartacist Uprising.
	

	3
	In 1920 a group of people tried to take over Germany.  They wanted to make Germany like it used to be, with one strong leader.  This was called the Kapp Putsch.
	

	4
	In 1923 Germany told France they could not pay the money that they owed.  France decided to invade Germany to take the money.  France invaded an area called the Ruhr.  This was called the Ruhr Crisis.
	

	5
	After 1923 Germany had lots of problems with money.  To try and help the government just printed out some more money.  This did not help because the shops just put the prices up.  Then more money was printed…and the prices went up!
	



Question 1 – Describe the problems of 1919.
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Question 2 – Describe the problems of 1920.
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Challenge:  Why might someone think that 1923 was the worst year for Germany?
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
	Solutions for the “new” Germany  (compare to the page on “problems”)

	
	What are the most important facts for today?
	Have I used this fact in an answer?

	1
	Although Germany was weak after WW1, and they faced lots of problems, the people in charge did manage to solve lots of these problems.
	

	2
	In 1919 the Spartacist Uprising was stopped when the government used ex-soldiers.  The ex-soldiers were in a group called the Freikorps (you say fry-core).  The Freikorps killed the leaders and stopped the uprising.
	

	3
	In 1920 the government asked all the workers in Berlin to go on strike.  The workers did go on strike and this meant the city stopped working.  The uprising had to end because nothing was working!
	

	4
	In 1923 the German government asked the workers in the Ruhr to go on strike.  They asked the workers not to help France take the things they were trying to take.  This stopped the crisis from getting worse but France were still in the Ruhr.
	

	5
	After 1923 a new person, called Stresemann, was in charge.  He decided to start again with the money.  He took in all the old money and sent out new money.  This meant the prices of things went back down and people could afford to eat again.
	



Question 1 – How did Germany stop the problems of 1919?
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Question 2 – How did Germany stop the problems of 1920?
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Challenge:  Do you think that Germany had properly stopped the problems of 1923?
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
	Germany’s recovery during the 1920s (The Golden Age)

	
	What are the most important facts for today?
	Have I used this fact in an answer?

	1
	During the 1920s there was a time when Germany was beginning to recover and do well again.
	

	2
	One reason why things were getting better was because Germany got loans (money they had to pay back) from the USA.  
	

	3
	As Germany was doing better there was also an improvement in other areas of life like films and music.  Germany became an important place in the world for culture.
	

	4
	Germany also improved how other countries saw them.  Germany signed agreements with other countries to make friends with them.
	

	5
	Germany was also allowed to join the League of Nations.  This was a group that met to discuss the best ideas for the world.  Germany had been stopped from joining the League of Nations in 1918, but now they were allowed to join.
	



Question 1 – Give one example of how Germany recovered during the 1920s.
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Question 2 – What help did Germany get in order to recover?
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Challenge:  What do you think was the most important example of recovery during the 1920s?
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

	Reasons why the Nazis became more popular in Germany

	
	What are the most important facts for today?
	Have I used this fact in an answer?

	1
	The Nazis became more popular because they promised to get rid of the Treaty of Versailles.  People in Germany hated the Treaty of Versailles because of how it treated Germany after the war.
	

	2
	The Nazis became more popular because of Adolf Hitler.  He was very good at making speeches and this helped him to convince people to vote for him.
	

	3
	The Nazis promised to get people jobs.  After 1929 the number of people without a job in Germany went up to 6 million.  By promising to get people jobs, the Nazis became more popular
	

	4
	The Nazis used posters with clear and simple messages.  This showed German people exactly what the Nazis thought and the poster convinced people to vote for the Nazis.
	

	5
	The Nazis used violence.  The Nazis had a private army called the SA.  The SA would threaten to beat up anyone who said anything bad about the Nazis.
	



Question 1 – Give one reason why people supported the Nazis.
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Question 2 – What did Adolf Hitler do to make the Nazis more popular?
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Challenge:  Explain how the Nazis became more popular in Germany.  _______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________


	Reasons why Hitler became Chancellor

	
	What are the most important facts for today?
	Have I used this fact in an answer?

	1
	The Chancellor in Germany was in charge of the day to day running of the country.  They made decisions about what changes should be suggested.
	

	2
	The Chancellor was normally picked because they were the leader of the largest political party.  If a political party was popular with the people, the leader got to be in charge.
	

	3
	During the 1920s Adolf Hitler and the Nazis began to get more popular.  When there was an election they were always one of the biggest and most popular parties.
	

	4
	The Chancellors before Hitler became chancellor were not very good at their job.  The President kept ignoring Hitler for the job of Chancellor…but then there was no one left so Hitler got the job
	

	5
	On 30th January 1933 Adolf Hitler became the Chancellor of Germany.  This made him the second most powerful person in Germany.  Only the President was more powerful.
	



Question 1 – Describe what the Chancellor of Germany did.
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Question 2 – Describe how Adolf Hitler became Chancellor of Germany. _______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Challenge:  Why was it still possible to stop Adolf Hitler, even after he became Chancellor?
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
	Hitler taking complete control

	
	What are the most important facts for today?
	Have I used this fact in an answer?

	1
	In February 1934 the German parliament building (the Reichstag) was burned down.  It was done by a communist.  Hitler used this to blame all communists and this helped him to get rid of his opponents.
	

	2
	Adolf Hitler was given special powers in Germany.  Normally he had to ask other politicians if he wanted to change something.  But after the Reichstag Fire he could do whatever he wanted.
	

	3
	Hitler had lots of power in Germany but was still worried about some people who did not like him in the Nazi Party.  In June 1934 he got all these people together and had them arrested or shot
	

	4
	Hitler knew that the church in Germany could get people to go against him.  He made a deal with the church that if he stayed out of their way, the church would stay out of his way.
	

	5
	The President died and Hitler took his job.  He was now the President and the Chancellor.  He put these jobs together and called himself “Fuhrer” (which means “one leader”).
	



Question 1 – Give one reason why Hitler became more powerful in Germany.
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Question 2 – How did Hitler solve the problems he had in the Nazi Party? _______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Challenge:  Why did Hitler become Fuhrer?
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
	
Life in Nazi Germany

	
	What are the most important facts for today?
	Have I used this fact in an answer?

	1
	Hitler got people working again.  He gave people jobs building roads and weapons.  This made people happy and supporting the Nazis even more.
	

	2
	Hitler thought women should stop working.  He said they should be at home looking after their husband and children.  Women could get rewards if they had lots of children.
	

	3
	Hitler thought that if he got children to like him and the Nazis, then he would have supporters for years and years.  The Nazis taught lessons in school that made them look good.  The Nazis set up youth groups to show young people a good time.
	

	4
	The Nazis took control of the police and the judges.  This meant that even if someone wanted to complain, they had nowhere to go.  The police also spied on people and found out if they were against the Nazis.
	

	5
	The Nazis had groups of people they hated and wanted to get rid of forever.  One of these groups was the Jews.  The Nazis introduced laws to stop Jews living a free life, they attacked Jewish shops and also organised to kill lots of Jews.
	



Question 1 – Describe what the Nazis did for unemployed people.
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Question 2 – Describe what the Nazis did for women and children. _______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Challenge:  “Life in Nazi Germany was good for some people, but not for everyone”.  Explain why you agree with this statement.
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
	Opposition and limits to the Nazis

	
	What are the most important facts for today?
	Have I used this fact in an answer?

	1
	Some young people did not like the Nazis.  They refused to join the youth groups and listened to music that the Nazis had banned.  One of these groups was called the Edelweiss Pirates.
	

	2
	Some people in the churches in Germany did not support the Nazis.  They set up a new church so they did not have to support the Nazis.  The church was called the Confessing Church and one of the leaders was called Pastor Neimoller.
	

	3
	Even though the Nazis got people jobs it was not a complete success.  To get jobs for people the Nazis forced other people to give up their jobs.  People like women and Jews.  So it was good for some, but bad for others.
	

	4
	Even though the Nazis made life better in Germany by getting people jobs and rebuilding the country, it was not good for everyone.  If anyone said anything bad about the Nazis they were arrested and sometimes killed.
	

	5
	There was no freedom in Nazi Germany.  The only way you could have a good life was if you were someone the Nazis liked and you were willing to give up your freedoms.
	



Question 1 – Describe one group that opposed the Nazis.
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Question 2 – Describe one way that the successes of the Nazi Party was not a success for everyone. _______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Challenge:  “Life in Nazi Germany improved for some people, not for everyone”.  Explain why you agree with this view.
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
